
Futures	Week	2015	

 

What is the basic idea? 
Futures Week is a way of preparing students for life after school – for university entrance and possible careers routes after 

that. It is composed of 

• detailed description of the processes involved in university application (including across multiple national systems) 

• personalized meetings and supported reflection on the first steps towards choosing destinations and courses 

• visits to local universities 

• guest speakers from a range of professional industries (drawn from our parent base and beyond) 

• individual research and preparation time 

 

When is it, where, and what do students need? 
It will run in the final week of term, 21

st
-25

th
 June, mostly at school, but with some off-site visits (at additional cost.) Details 

of the specific programme are likely only to be unveiled at the beginning of the week itself, as complicated changes in 

availability often cannot be resolved until the last minute. Computer use will be essential and although there are a limited 

number of computers available, we advise everyone has their own tablet or laptop with them for the week if possible. 

 

How does it work? 

Students will have a series of workshops and visits available to them through the week. Several (mostly on structure and 

process of applications) will be compulsory, but the remainder will be optional – students can pick which visits to make, 

which speakers to listen to etc. At other times they research independently (however they cannot leave site; they are 

expected to attend the whole programme time, and there are registrations at the beginning and end of each day.) Outside 

of the registration times, staff are present to offer support and reflection but research sessions are not supervised or 

managed like class lessons – students are preparing for university, after all, and are expected to be mature, responsible and 

self-managing, as well as self-directed in picking the events of interest to them. 

 

Which students can attend? 
ALL year 12 students are EXPECTED to attend ALL days, except when they have exams still. Students who do not attend / 

depart for holiday early may be refused help in university preparation in the autumn term if they chose to miss the 

opportunity at Futures Week to get that help. This is an important week in your child’s future. 

 

Year 11 students, having mostly finished their exams, are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to attend; they may not get an 

opportunity to have an equivalent of this week next year, as there may instead be a foreign universities trip at this time 

next year. Year 11s who wish to attend (or their parents) please email mdrennan@dubaibritishschool.ae rather than just 

turn up! 

 



What hours, uniform etc? 
The week will be the first of Ramadan so school hours will only run from 8.30am to 1.30pm. The day (when not a visit) is 

provisionally divided into the following sessions: 

• 8.30 – 8.45am registration and initial briefing 

• 8.45 – 9.30am session 1 

• 9.30 – 10.15am session 2 

• 10.155 – 11am session 3 

• 11 – 11.45am session 4 

• 11.45am – 12.30pm session 5 

• 12.30 – 1.15pm session 6 

• 1.15 – 1.30pm closing registration 

 

No break is scheduled as students can each take a break in their own time when their individual session-planning permits. 

Please also note that these times are NOT the same as lesson times for the rest of the school during this week, so students 

on Futures Week should ignore any bells other than emergency ones. 

 

School uniform is not needed and students may dress casually. However, remember that we will be visiting university sites 

which are attended by large numbers of local and regional students and we should dress in a manner sensitive to local 

customs. Those paying for a trip but being inappropriately dressed on the day will not attend the trip and not be eligible for 

a refund. 

 

Which universities are visited? 

We are aiming to visit a range of the local universities at Dubai Knowledge Village and Dubai International Academic City, 

and the impressive American University of Sharjah. We are trying to organise a visit to the prestigious NYU in Abu Dhabi but 

this may not be possible in the short days involved.  

 

We do not expect many students to realistically be interested in the universities in this area (for cultural reasons, for 

reasons of academic competitiveness, because of home status elsewhere etc) but we STRONGLY advise students to attend 

SEVERAL of the visits, as even the “wrong kind” of university enables students to experience, see and come to understand 

• the structure of university courses 

• the kind of facilities offered 

• the layout and timetabling of how universities work 

• the “vibe” of a campus, and how one type differs from another significantly 

 

Please note that trips will be arranged at short notice as a result of the complicated programme for Futures Week and this 

means students MUST sign up and pay very, very quickly once announced. Due to health and safety policies we cannot add 

people to trips at the last minute. 

 

Details of the evolving programme can be found at https://dbscareers.wordpress.com/futures/ so please check back 

regularly. 

 



How can I contribute as a parent? 
If you have an area of industry expertise (either current role or historical), or if you have a family member / neighbor / 

friend you can ask for a favour, we would welcome your support. This can be in ANY industry area, or any broader area of 

experience, eg running your own business, changing careers, moving from public to private sector, working in specific world 

regions etc. We are looking for speakers: 

• who can summarise their industry, its entry routes and requirements, and / or their experience 

• can present engagingly to a mixed-ability group (anywhere between 3 and 53!) of students in c 20-25 minutes 

• are happy to take up 10-15 minutes group Q&A, and possibly up to 30 mins further Q&A after from a “most 

interested” hardcore few 

 

Additionally we would be delighted if you would consider taking students on visits or placements / internships afterwards, 

but there is absolutely NO requirement to do this and students will be told not to ask unless you offer. 

 

What other speakers are there? 

In addition to the optional, industry-and-experience speakers, the compulsory sessions tend to be on critical aspects of the 

application process to universities, and these are run by the relevant specialists within the school – the Head of Careers and 

University Counselling, the Head of Sixth Form, the most long-serving tutors with most experience of particular applications 

or components etc.  

 

Separately, we also invite university-placement service companies to come in and pitch to the students. These are private 

external providers who offer commercial services supporting university placement (including the UK but predominantly 

North American universities), test services, or other career preparation or planning services. We stress to them to show 

their expertise and not just pitch for business, and if your son / daughter is interested and impressed, we leave you to 

follow up in your own time. Because there will be a cost (often quite a substantial one!) to these services, we will mark 

these clearly on the programme as commercial speakers. 

 

Can parents come in? 

No. Sorry. Parents absolutely can, and should, make use of the careers support available through the year – there have 

been available clinics to see me all year, and there will be similar opportunities next year to see Ms. Hunter, my successor, 

and you’re strongly encouraged – especially early in the academic year – to come to these. But during Futures Week, 

students need to have the space and freedom to think for themselves in the most open and neutral way, so we ask parents 

not to be involved at this stage. Our aim, like yours, is to encourage them to reflect, to plan, to consider options, to 

ambitiously, realistically and judiciously weigh up possible choices – and it’s best at this stage for them to do that without 

you present! 

 

We DO encourage them to come home each day and discuss those reflections with you, and we’d encourage you to ask 

each day what they’ve been to, and what they thought. In the meanwhile, keep an eye on the link mentioned above. It 

should be a great week! 

 

 

Mr. M. B. Drennan 

Head of Careers & University Counselling 

Dubai British School 

May 2015 


